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Q_UI CK FACTS » Somz 45,000 SHOPPERS FROM DETROIT CITY, THE METROPOLITAN AREA, AND SOME OUT OF STATE VIS-
ITORS ALL SHOW UP TO SHOP THE SHEDS OF THE MARKET. » IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 70,000 TONS OF PRODUCE (FRUITS
AND VEGETABLES) MAKES IT TO EASTERN MARKET EVERY YEAR TO BE SOLD TO WHOLESALERS, RETAILERS AND
THE GENERAL PUBLIC. » STARTED IN 1841 WITH THE FIRST LOCATION AT CADILLAC SQUARE, EAST OF WOODWARD AVE.
» @MOVED TO ITS CURRENT LOCATION AT ‘RUSSELL §T. BETWEEN GRATIOT AND MACK IN 1891. » DECLARED A
HISTORIC AREA IN 1977 BY THE STATE OF MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COMMISSION. MANY ORIGINAL BUILDINGS ARE STILL IN
OPERATION TODAY. » § HEDS WERE ADDED IN THE 1920S. » AS OF 2006, THE DISTRICT IS OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE
EASTERN MARKET CORPORATION WHICH 1S RESPONSIBLE FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE MARKET AND THE ADDITION OF NEW
BUSINESSES IN THE AREA. » IDURING FOOTBALL SEASON, LIONS FANS TAILGATE AT THE MARKET § UNDAYS FOR $45
PER CAR. » THE MARKET OPERATES MOSTLY AS A CASH ECONOMY, ONLY A FEW VENDORS ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS AND THE

The Eastern Market district is known fa-
mously for its Saturday market that hosts
450 vendors and 40,000 people conscious
of buying local, organic, ethnic and every-
thing in between. Since opening in 1891,
the market has been dealing in fruit, veg-
etables, meat, flowers, honey, grains, jams
and more. The Saturday market runs all
year from 5 a.m. to roughly 4 p.m. while a
smaller Tuesday evening market operates
July through October.

The market is the largest and oldest pub-
lic market district in the United States. It
has been operating at its current location
since 1891. The predecessor to the current
Eastern Market district were three open
outdoor markets - Eastern Market, Central
Market in Cadillac Square downtown, and

WIC PROGRAM (FOOD STAMPS).

Western Market at the site of the old Tiger
Stadium in Corktown. In 1891, the three
markets were consolidated and the cur-
rent site of Eastern Market was designated
as the primary market area. Sheds were
added in the 1920s as the market continued
to grow. Later in the 1940s, a large number
of wholesalers, butchers, and food proces-
sors moved in to brick buildings on the pe-
rimeter of the sheds.

The small district is bounded roughly by
Mack Ave. to the north, Saint Aubin to the
east, Gratiot to the south and 175 to the
west. It was operated by the city until 2006
when the Eastern Market Corporation
forged a public-private partnership and
took control, adding the Tuesday evening
market, maintaining historic sheds, plan-

ning construction of new facilities and
making the area a mixed-use district.
Besides the market, the district is host to a
number of thriving businesses. Letterpress
shops Signal Return, Salt and Cedar, and a
clothingline of Detroit-gear Aptemal Cloth-
ing operate out of their own storefronts
around the market. Berts Marketplace is
a popular spot for barbequed meat and ka-
raoke, lively during the Saturday market.
The Detroit Mercantile, a USA- and Detroit-
gifts, apparel and vintage shop, opened in
2012. Recently, the Red Bull House of Art has
been providing a space for artists to create
with open exhibitions every month. Well-
established restaurants like Supinos Pizza
(a favorite of actress Christina Hendrick’),
antique shops, butcher shops, bars and stu-
dio spaces all call Eastern Market home.



