
The Eastern Market district is known fa-
mously for its Saturday market that hosts 
450 vendors and 40,000 people conscious 
of buying local, organic, ethnic and every-
thing in between. Since opening in 1891, 
the market has been dealing in fruit, veg-
etables, meat, flowers, honey, grains, jams 
and more. The Saturday market runs all 
year from 5 a.m. to roughly 4 p.m. while a 
smaller Tuesday evening market operates 
July through October. 

The market is the largest and oldest pub-
lic market district in the United States. It 
has been operating at its current location 
since 1891. The predecessor to the current 
Eastern Market district were three open 
outdoor markets – Eastern Market, Central 
Market in Cadillac Square downtown, and 

Western Market at the site of the old Tiger 
Stadium in Corktown. In 1891, the three 
markets were consolidated and the cur-
rent site of Eastern Market was designated 
as the primary market area. Sheds were 
added in the 1920s as the market continued 
to grow. Later in the 1940s, a large number 
of wholesalers, butchers, and food proces-
sors moved in to brick buildings on the pe-
rimeter of the sheds. 

The small district is bounded roughly by 
Mack Ave. to the north, Saint Aubin to the 
east, Gratiot to the south and I-75 to the 
west. It was operated by the city until 2006 
when the Eastern Market Corporation 
forged a public-private partnership and 
took control, adding the Tuesday evening 
market, maintaining historic sheds, plan-

ning construction of new facilities and 
making the area a mixed-use district.
Besides the market, the district is host to a 
number of thriving businesses. Letterpress 
shops Signal Return, Salt and Cedar, and a 
clothing line of Detroit-gear Aptemal Cloth-
ing operate out of their own storefronts 
around the market. Bert’s Marketplace is 
a popular spot for barbequed meat and ka-
raoke, lively during the Saturday market. 
The Detroit Mercantile, a USA- and Detroit-
gifts, apparel and vintage shop, opened in 
2012. Recently, the Red Bull House of Art has 
been providing a space for artists to create 
with open exhibitions every month. Well-
established restaurants like Supino’s Pizza 
(a favorite of actress Christina Hendrick’s), 
antique shops, butcher shops, bars and stu-
dio spaces all call Eastern Market home. 

Quick Facts » Some 45,000 shoppers from Detroit city, the metropolitan area, and some out of state vis-
itors all show up to shop the sheds of the market. » It is estimated that 70,000 tons of produce (fruits 
and vegetables) makes it to Eastern Market every year to be sold to wholesalers, retailers and 
the general public. » Started in 1841 with the first location at Cadillac Square, east of Woodward Ave.  
» Moved to its current location at Russell St. between Gratiot and Mack in 1891. » Declared a 
historic area in 1977 by the State of Michigan Historical Commission. Many original buildings are still in 
operation today. » Sheds were added in the 1920s. » As of 2006, the district is owned and operated by the 
Eastern Market Corporation which is responsible for the upkeep of the market and the addition of new 
businesses in the area. » During football season, Lions fans tailgate at the market Sundays for $45 
per car. » The market operates mostly as a cash economy, only a few vendors accept credit cards and the 

WIC program (food stamps).
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